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ALPHABET-CRASHING WORDS

EDWARD R. WOLPOW
Brookline, Mas sachusetts
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In previous issues, Word Ways has dealt with the topic of word
c rashe s: the occur renee of individual lette rs of two words in the same
position in both (for example, SLATE and FLASK crash with a common
L at their second letters and a cornman A at their third letters). In
this article I introduce the topic of words crashing with the alphabet -
considering the alphabet to be circular rather than linear. so that A is
the next lette r afte r Z. I also conside r crashe s with· the alphabet writ
ten in reverse order ( Z-to-A) .
One type of problem involves constructing an intelligible 26-letter
phrase or sentence that maximally crashes with the alphabet. I pro
pose a l3-crash and a l4-crash solution, but appeal for better ones:
ABeD: EiGHt ilL MyOPic STUdents

ABiDE by HIJack NOteR' S fUn Wa Ys
Here is a l3-crash for the reversed alphabet:
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Wl? iT is uPON My agIn,G FEDor A

Actually, considering the alphabet to be circular, there are 52 alphabet
c rash problems - - each starting with a different letter for A- to - Z and
Z-to-A alphabetic orders.
Now consider the special case in which a word is matched with the
alphabet at that place in the alphabet corresponding with the first letter
of the word. In this case, there is automatically at least one letter
that crashes - - the first. It is pos sible to construct a list of such
words that crash at least four times with the alphabet: the fo116wing
two lists represent the shortest four-letter crashes I could find for
the A-to- Z and Z-to-A alphabets.
Z to A

A to Z

his is sue.

ABiDE
BoDEFul
ChEckHooK
DEFacIng
EiGHtfoLd
FirIng LiNe
GHIbeLline
HIghLaNd
InKLiNg

JapaNOPhile
KoMondoRS
LaNOlinS
MyOPiaS
NO-PaR
OPeRaTe
PaRST
QuaTUorvirAte
RoTUndl Y

ZinjanTh RoPi
YaWmeTeR
XisUThRos
WhiTe RoPe
VerSatiON
UTeRolOgy
Ta RQuiN
SliP-ON
RePONe

QuiNoLinIc
PONdLet
ONsLaugHt
NucKlInG*
MockInGstoCk
LovInGnEss
KrInGIE'>:
JInGlE
InGrEDient

60
STUpeX
TUrkeYbAck
UnWa YwArd
VegetABle EgG

Wa YfAreD
XYlosiDE
Yellowish-pInKLy>t<
ZABrzE

HovEr Cr Aft*
GrEenBAck
FEDorA
EnCrAtY

De BArkationS
CrAZY
BAr Ysili Te
A Zo XyaniSole

All.unasterisked words are\ in Webster I s Second or Third Editions.
• Yellowish-pink' is listed in Webster's Second, and 'pinkly' in the
Third; I have combined these to coin YELLOWISH-PINKLY. HOVER
C RAFT is mis sing from Webster I s Third (it doe sn I t even appear in
6000 Words J) , but is in the American Heritage Dictionary of the Eng
lish Language. (The Webster's Second word HypErClAssical solves
the problem but uses more letters.) NUCKLING is a derivation of the
Webster"s Second below-the-line I nuck1el, a variant of , knuckle I ,
KRINGLE is part of the phrase I Kris s Kringle'. Hyphenated words
or two-worc;l phrases (all dictionary entries) were used when no solid
word could be found.
Very long words ought to crash a good many more than four time s ;
however, none of the 77 long dictionary words offered by the editor in
the May 1972 Word Ways did so. (Three of them crashed the A-to- Z
alphabet four time s, and three more crashed the Z-to;...:A alphabet four
times.) I extracted from the 1975 World Almanac the names of 153
United States cities with population of 100 I 000 or more, and appended
to each one its state name. Four of the se crashed four time s with A
to- Z (Chicago ilLiNOis was the shortest one) , and three others
crashed four times with Z-to-A {TrentON new Jersey was the shortest} .
This suggests that crashes at more than four letters are rather hard
to find. Some five-letter A-to- Z crashe s include NO- Pa RS, HlcK
scorne RS, ClEar HeadedNes seS; a five -letter Z-to- A word is Zinjan
ThRoPiNe. If the Webste r I s Second alte rnate spelling for the prefix
clino- is allowed, the word KLiNOPyRoxene crashes A-to- Z six
time s. Can wo rds of more than six A-to- Z or Z- to- A crashe s be dis
covered?
Editor I S note: Edward Wolpow's intere sting word- crashing problem
can be generalized slightly by allowing a word to be moved along the
alphabet to discover its maximal number of crashes (which may not
include the first letter). This subject was briefly explored in a Query
in the August 1972 issue, exhibiting iNOPe RaTi Ve and coOPe Ra Ti Vel Y
with six crashe s apiece.
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